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Annual  Report. 


Description  of  District. — The  town  has  an  acreage  of  738. 
It  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  Cannock  Rural  District;  on 
the  west  by  the  Wolverhampton  County  Borough  and  Willenhall 
Urban  District,  with  a broad  tongue  of  Bilston  Urban  District 
approaching  with  a few  yards  of  the  boundary;  and  on  the  east 
by  Wednesfield  Urban  District.  The  population  is  largely  an 
artisan  one,  and  is  grouped  together  in  three  centres : Park 
Village  with  902  houses  in  the  north,  Heath  Town  proper  with 
1,260  houses  in  the  centre,  north-east  and  east,  and  Moseley 
Village  with  372  houses  in  the  south-east.  The  two  former 
centres,  though  distinct,  are  co-terminous  in  places;  but  Moseley 
Village  is  situated  about  one  mile  off,  the  intervening  country 
being  sparseley  populated. 

Geologically,  the  district  is  divided  by  the  Great  Western 
boundary  fault  of  the  South  Staffordshire  Coalfield.  This  fault 
extends  as  an  almost  straight  line  from  S.W.  to  N.E.  It  may  be 
reproduced  on  the  map  by  drawing  a line  from  where  the 
Midland  Railway  crosses  over  the  Grand  Junction  Line  to  where 
the  canal  runs  alongside  the  Wednesfield  Road,  continuing  it 
along  the  straight  part  of  the  road,  and  producing  it  in  both 
directions  to  the  boundaries.  North-west  of  this  line  are  the 
beds  of  irregular  bands  of  red,  white  and  yellow  sandstones  of 
varying  hardness,  with  numerous  partings  of  clay  and  marl, 
and  which  have  been  ascribed  to  the  Midland  type  of  the 
Permian  system,  but  are  now  regarded  by  many  as  belonging 
to  the  Keele  beds.  South  east  of  this  fault  are  the  coal  measures 
forming  the  flattened  outer  rim  of  what  may  be  called  the 
Bilston  basin  or  syncline.  This  trough  has  its  axis  N.W.-S.E. 
in  the  line  of  the  Great  Western  Railway  from  the  mouth  of  the 
Horseley  Fields  tunnel  to  Wednesbury.  The  old  outcrop  of  the 
thick  coal  gives  a fair  indication  of  the  structure  of  the  trough. 
It  runs  from  Claycroft  due  north  to  Priestfield  crossing  the 
G.W.R.  at  the  Holyhead  Road  bridge,  turning  at  right  angles, 
passing  by  Bilston  cemetery,  Isolation  Hospital,  and  the  Lunt  on 
to  Darlaston.  These  beds  dipped  inwards  towards  the  centre  of 
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Bilston  at  5 degrees.  But  as  you  advance  northwards  to  Moseley 
Village  and  Old  Heath,  the  beds  become  much  more  horizontal, 
and  the  heathen  coal  is  a quarter  of  a mile  and  the  new  mine 
coal  two  miles  from  the  thick  coal.  The  old  outcrop  of  the 
latter,  in  fact,  runs  almost  parallel  to  the  canal  during  the  whole 
of  its  extent  in  Heath  Town.  The  coal  outcrops  have  long 
been  worked  out  and  the  underground  seams  have  also  been 
largely  worked  out,  in  most  cases  nothing  but  pillars  being 
left,  which  in  these  thinner  seams  are  stunted  as  compared  with 
those  of  the  thick  coal  further  south,  and  in  most  parts  the 
mines  have  been  drowned  out.  In  some  places,  however, 
new  shafts  are  sunk  and  primitive  windlases  are  used  to  extract 
the  coal  from  these  pillars.  It  is,  however,  of  a very  crushed 
and  friable  quality. 

The  roads  are  generally  covered  by  thick  boulder  clay,  in 
which  occur  erratic  boulders  of  granite,  dolerite  and  felsite, 
from  Arenig,  Criffel,  and  the  Lake  District.  By  the  loop  line 
railway  bridge  over  Dean’s  Road  is  a small  dyke  of  dolerite, 
but  is  not  used  for  any  commercial  purpose. 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  the  fault  there  is  a watershed 
separating  the  basin  of  the. Severn  on  the  north-west  from  that 
of  the  Trent  on  the  south-east.  The  natural  drainage  of  the 
former  is  into'  the  Smestow  Brook,  and  affluent  of  the  Stour, 
while  the  natural  drainage  of  the  latter  (which  escapes  per- 
colating into  the  mines)  finds  its  way  into  the  Tame. 

The  chief  industries  are  those  of  pump  manufacture,  trunk 
making,  lock  making,  ironworks,  hurdle  manufacture,  that  of 
insulated  dynamo  stampings,  and  other  stampings,  that  of 
portable  electric  lamps,  and  motor  fittings,  and  for  nickel-plating 
iron  plates.  A commercial  motor  vehicle  manufactory  and  patent 
railway  coupling  works  are  being  erected. 

The  district  is  well  supplied  with  medical  assistance,  there 
being  three  resident  doctors,  and  a large  number  come  in  from 
outside,  and  a large  number  of  patients  have  recourse  to  the 
General  Hospital,  Wolverhampton;  and  also  the  Eye  Infirmary 
and  Women’s  Hospital. 

Population. — Owing  to  the  desire  of  the  County  Medical 
Officer  for  uniformity  in  practice  in  the  County  he  has  this  year 
made  an  estimate  for  each  District,  and  has  suggested  that 
his  estimate  be  adopted,  and  this  I have  done.  Further,  the 
Registrar  General  has  requested  that  owing  to  different  social 
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and  economic  conditions  prevailing  in  different  parts  of  the 
Kingdom,  a factor  which  he  has  supplied  should  be  multiplied 
into  the  estimated  population,  so  as  to  standardize  the  population 
throughout  the  country,  and  this  I have  done.  Population  at 
Census,  1911,  was  12,276,  and  that  estimated  for  1915  is  13,371. 

The  Influence  of  the  War. — It  appears  so  far  to  have  had 
very  little  influence  on  the  sanitation  of  the  District.  No  men 
have  been  billeted  and  no  camps  formed,  so  that  no  special 
steps  have  had  to  be  taken  to  supervise  the  sanitation  of 
military  units. 

There  has  been  no  abnormal  distress  in  the  District.  The 
raising  of  prices  for  building  materials  owing  to  the  War  has 
been  assigned  by  property  owners  as  an  excuse  for  hot 
proceeding  with  conversion  of  closets  and  other  repairs  under 
statutory  orders.  But  unless  the  Local  Government  Board  makes 
a recommendation  on  the  matter,  it  does  not  seem  proper  to 
shelve  the  whole  question  of  sanitary  reform  until  the  War  is 
over. 

Infant  Death  Rate. — This  is  not  so  low  as  in  our  most 
favourable  years,  but  it  is  somewhere  near  the  average  in  your 
District.  Weather  conditions  have  not  been  remarkable.  There 
was  one  long  spell  of  fine  weather  and  the  latter  part  of  the 
year  was  occupied  by  long  continued  wet  weather.  In  spite  of 
small  epedimics  of  Zymotics,  there  has  not  been  a death  from 
any,  except  one  from  Diarrhoea  and  two  from  Enteritis.  There 
were  six  deaths  from  Pneumonia  occurring  in  March,  September, 
November,  and  two  in  December,  six  from  Premature  Birth, 
and  six  from  Marasmu.  All  the  other  causes  were  units  and 
doubles. 

Infantile  Mortality  is  a clear  index  of  the  sanitary  condition 
of  the  District,  and  I am  glad  that  reforms  I have  pressed  for 
from  year  to  year  are  gradually  maturing.  The  chief  points 
are : — the  gradual  abolition  of  the  privy  and  ashpit,  and  the 
substitution  of  the  water  carriage  and  sanitary  bins,  the  effective 
and  frequent  removal  and  destruction  of  all  garbage  and  manure 
heaps.  The  adoption  of  the  Notification  of  Births  Act  and  the 
appointment  of  a Health  Visitor,  who  will  carry  out  the  working 
of  the  Act  and  also  enquiries  relating  to  cases  of  Tuberculosis, 
and  also  of  the  non-notifiable  Infectious  Diseases.  As  this  is 
going  to  press  l jam  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  Act  has 
been  adopted  with  a View  to  appointing1  a Health  Visitor. 
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The  Infantile  Death  Rate  for  1913  was  123.3,  as  against 
128  for  the  County  (Urban)  average,  and  117  for  that  of  the 
great  towns. 

There  is  no  evidence  that  any  large  number  of  mothers  go 
out  to  work,  leaving  their  infants  in  other  hands.  There  is  still, 
however,  a great  deal  of  ignorance  and  carelessness,  which  may 
not  be  satisfactorily  dealt  with  until  we  have  a new  generation 
of  mothers  taught  at  school  the  subjects  of  elementary  hygiene. 

Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907. — I have,  every  year  since 
it  was  passed  into  law,  advocated  its  adoption,  and  the  provision 
of  a Health  Visitor,  and  the  necessary  machinery  to  carry  it 
out.  This  is  on  the  point  of  maturing. 

Medical  Inspection  of  Schools. — This  is  worked  by  the 
County  Ciouncil  entirely,  and  the  District  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  has  no  official  cognisance  of  the  work.  In  my  work  at 
Wolverhampton  General  Hospital,  I see  abundant  evidence  of 
the  work,  both  for  Wolverhampton  Borough  and  the  surrounding 
County  Districts,  and  frequently  have  to  treat  cases  referred  to 
us.  But  it  becomes  more  clearly  evident  from  year  to  year  that 
the  resources  of  voluntary  hospitals  are  too  severely  strained  to 
undertake  the  work  referred  to  them  by  the  School  Medical 
Officers,  and  that  it  will  become  incumbent  upon  Education 
Authorities  is  an  inevitable  corollary  of  statutory  examination  by 
cost  of  necessitous  cases,  and  also  to  see  that  every  case  is 
treated.  Statutory  treatment  of  school  children  by  Education 
Authorities  is  an  inevitable  corollary  of  statutory  examination  by 
Education  Authorities.  Then  indeed  we  may  see  greater  results 
in  the  Public  Health  of  the  District,  for  surely  this  is  preventive 
work  of  first-class  character  and  of  sound  economic  significance. 

Sanitation  of  Schools. — Two  non-provided  schools  have  pail 
closets,  and  we  hope  to  get  these  converted  during  the  year. 

General  Death  Rate. — This  is  11.69,  one  of  the  lowest  we 
have  had.  It  is  distinctly  encouraging. 

In  1913  the  Death  Rate  was  14.09,  as  compared  with  15.5 
County  (Urban)  average,  and  14.3  that  of  the  great  towns. 

Birth  Rate. — This  is  25.66,  the  lowest  we  have  had.  In  1913 
it  was  29.0,  as  compared  with  30.2  County  (Urban)  average, 
and  25.1  that  of  the  large  towns. 


8 


Zymotic  Death  Rate. — This  is  distinctly  light,  being  1.12,  the 
cases  being:  Measles  2,  Diarrhoea  3,  Whooping  Cough  3, 
Diptheria  4,  Influenza  3. 

Isolation. — I have  described  the  last  two  years  the  enlarge- 
ments and  improvements  that  have  recently  been  made  in  the 
Hospital.  During  the  year  there  were  considerable  intervals 
when  the  Hospital  was  empty,  and  at  these  times  opportunity 
was  seized  upon  to  thoroughly  renovate  the  interior  and  exterior, 
and  an  acetylene  plant  was  put  in,  which  adds  greatly  to  the 
amenities  and  efficiency  of  the  work. 

In  the  early  part  of  last  year  an  arrangement  was  made 
for  the  connecting  up  to  the  telephone  service,  which  will  be  a 
great  boon  and  a practical  necessity  in  such  an  isolated  spot. 
Up  to  the  time  of  printing  the  Postal  Authorities  have  not 
carried  out  the  work. 

The  great  disadvantage  remaining  is  the  condition  of  the 
road.  A private  road  runs  for  about  a quarter  of  a mile  and 
is  used  for  more  than  half  its  distance  by  heavy  carts  conveying 
ashes  and  refuse  to  tips.  The  remainder  of  the  road  to  the 
Hospital  is,  however,  in  good  condition.  Efforts  have  been  made 
to  get  the  firms  using  the  tips  to  deposit  ashes  and  clinkers  on 
the  road,  spreading  them  at  the  same  time.  But  this  does  not 
meet  the  necessities  of  the  case,  and  nothing  but  metalling  the 
road  will  serve  the  purpose. 

The  question  of  laying  on  of  water  service  is  still  before 
your  Committee,  but  nothing  has  been  decided  yet. 

Isolation  for  Diphtheria  and  Enteric  Fever  has  been 
provided  for  at  Wolverhampton  General  Hospital  under  certain 
conditions.  Provision  for  Small  Pox  has  been  made  at  the 
South  Staffordshire  Small  Pox  Hospital. 

Scarlet  Fever. — There  have  been  34  cases,  15  of  them  were 
in  the  Workhouse  and  were  children  of  persons  domiciled  in 
outside  Districts,  but  as  they  were  not  recent  admissions  they 
had  to  be  reckoned  as  belonging  to  your  District  in  the  Tables, 
though  for  purposes  of  assessing  the  incidence  of  the  disease  in 
your  District  they  should  be  subtracted,  thus  leaving  the 
incidence  proper  as  19,  which  gives  a rate  of  1.42.  Three  of 
these  Workhouse  children  were  admitted  into  your  Hospital,  and 
twelve  others  were  either  isolated  at  the  Workhouse  or  admitted 
to  Wolverhampton  Borough  Hospital,  so  that  out  of  the  total 
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of  34,  32  were  isolated.  All  the  cases  admitted  into  your 
Hospital  were  mild  cases,  except  the  Workhouse  children,  who 
were  septic,  and  one  tuberculous.  The  cases  on  the  whole  have 
been  of  a mild  type;  none  have  died. 

Diphtheria. — 20  cases  have  been  notified,  a rate  of  1.50  per 
thousand,  of  which  four  have  died. 

The  Council  pay  for  Antitoxin,  used  both  for  treatment  and 
prophylactic  purposes,  provided  that  the  patient  or  friends  are 
unable  to  pay  for  it. 

Enteric  Fever. — After  many  years  of  exemption  we  had  one 
case  in  1912,  five  cases  in  1913,  and  one  case  this  year.  There 
was  nothing  in  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  premises  to  call  for 
suspicion. 

Measles. — There  were  four  cases  reported  and  two  deaths. 

Chicken  Pox. — There  were  14  cases  reported  from  one  school 
in  one  day,  no  other  previous  cases  being  reported.  To  make 
sure  of  the  diagno^s  I immediately  visited  the  greater  number 
of  the  cases  and  found  that  in  all  cases  I saw,  the  diagnosis 
was  correct,  but  no  doctor  had  been  called  in.  Owing  to  the 
danger  of  the  maternal  diagnosis  overlooking  a possible  case 
of  Small  Pox,  I have  advised  that  where  the  Head  Teacher 
receives  more  than  six  notifications  of  Chicken  Pox  on  one 
day  at  the  beginning  of  an  epidemic,  that  he  send  a report  to 
me  direct  and  on  that  day,  without  waiting  for  the  end  of  the 
week. 

Whoopi ngi  Cough. — Eight  cases  have  been  reported  and  three 
deaths. 

Mumps. — Five  cases  have  been  reported.  • 

Closure  of  and  Exclusion  of  Children  from  School,  Non- 
notifiable  Infectious  Diseases. — I have  described  in  the  last  three 
years’  Reports  the  procedures  decided  upon  for  Medical  Officers 
of  Health  in  the  Administrative  County  for  putting  in  force  the 
joint  Memorandum  of  the  Medical  Officers  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  and  the  Board  of  Education.  I recommended 
that  this  should  be  put  in  folce,  and  for  this  purpose  an  officer 
of  the  Council  should  follow  up  all  cases  of  non-notifiable 
disease  reported  by  the  school  teachers. 
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Three  years  ago  I referred  at  some  length  to  the  Report  of 
Dr.  Newsholme  on  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough,  and  especially 
to  the  fact  that  in  1910  the  mortality  for  Measles  and  also  that 
from  Whooping  Cough  were  each  very  much  the  same  as  the 
deaths  from  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Enteric,  and  Small  Pox 
combined,  and  to  the  specific  dictum  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  Conference  “ that  systematic  'visiting  at  frequent  intervals 
was  necessary,  that  each  Medical  Officer  of  Health  should  be 
provided  with  adequate  staff  for  the  purpose.” 

There  have  been  very  few  cases  of  Non-notifiable  Infectious 
Diseases  during  the  year,  but  it  is  necessary  to  perfect  the 
machinery  for  dealing  with  them  when  they  recur. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. — I haVe  advocated  continuously  and 
persistently  the  strenuous  campaign  against  Phthisis.  The  first 
stage  was  arrived  at  in  the  universal  compulsory  notification  of 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  The  National  Insurance  Act  is  in 
good  working  order.  I have  pointed  out  the  value  and  necessity 
of  following  up  notifications  by  systematic  visiting  by  the 
Council’s  officer  appointed  for  this  purpose.  The  sanitary 
condition  of  houses,  the  sleeping  arrangements  and  the  personal 
cleanliness  of  patients  should  be  noted  and  corrected,  and 
valuable  advice  could  be  given  from  time  to  time.  I am  glad 
to  note  that  provision  is  now  to  be  made  for  this  work  to  be 
done. 

During  the  year  the  machinery  of  the  Insurance  Act  has 
got  into  a fair  state  of  working  order.  As  a member  of  the 
Wolverhampton  Insurance  Committee,  I have  seen  a good  deal 
of  the  working  of  the  Act  in  that  Borough,  though  I am  not  so 
cognisant  with  its  working  in*  your  District. 

Temporary  measures  have  been  made  for  visiting  some  of 
the  Tuberculosis  patients  by  arrangement  by  the  County  Council 
for  the  co-operation  of  the  County  Nursing  Association,  in  which 
Mrs.  John  Lewis  has  done  some  useful  work.  It  is,  however, 
intended  that  the  proposed  Health  Visitor  should  include  this 
work  as  among  her  duties. 

Investigation  of  other  Diseases  (Memo.  M 152). — 
“ Prevalence  of  Syphilis  and  Gonorrhoea.”  It  is  generally 
believed  that  there  is  'very  little,  a't  any  rate  judging  from  hospital 
practice.  The  General  Hospital,  Wolverhampton,  have  equipped 
a new  modern  Pathological  Laboratory,  where  Wasserman’s 
Reaction  is  done,  and  refined  methods  of  detecting  Treponema 
pallida  and  Gonococcus  are  in  use.  Salvarsan  is  also  employed. 
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Bacteriological  Examinations. — Ten  specimens  have  been  sent 
up  during  the  year.  Five  were  sent  up  by  one  medical 
practitioner,  five  from  the  Workhouse  resident  medical  officer. 
Seven  were  for  Tubercle  Bacilli,  two  being  positive  and  five 
negative.  Two  were  for  Diphtheria  Bacilli,  both  being  negative. 
One  was  for  Widal’s  Reaction,  which  was  negative.. 

In  view  of  the  number  of  cases  of  Diphtheria  that  have  been 
notified,  it  is  unfortunate  that  greater  use  has  not  been  made  of 
this  important  method  of  verifying  the  diagnosis,  and  for  this 
reason  the.  Value  of  these  notifications  has  been  very  much 
depreciated. 

Adoptive  Acts. — These  may  be  again  recorded  for  reference. 
Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  Act,  1890,  adopted.  Housing  of 
Working  Classes,  1890,  not  adopted.  Public  Health  Amendment 
Act,  1890,  part  iii.  adopted.  Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907,  not 
adopted.  Housing  and  Town  planning  Act,  1907,  parts  ii.,  iii.,  iv., 
and  Section  95,  adopted.  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops 
Order,  adopted.  Diphtheria  Antitoxin  Order,  1910,  adopted 
conditionally. 

Working  of  Town  Planning  and  Housing  Act. — I have 
described  in  previous  years  the  work  of  the  Housing  Committee, 
which  was  formed  in  1912,  and  has  personally  visited  the 
dwellings  we  had  reported  in  previous  years  without  effect  up 
to  that  time.  During  those  two  years  a large  number  of  houses 
have  been  closed  upon  my  representation,  and  during  this  year 
still  more  have  been  closed  and  others  have  been  put  in  repair. 
The  former  practice  of  ignoring  the  statutory  notices  by  owners 
has  ceased,  and  they  are  only  too  glad  to  try  and  make  terms, 
and  these  efforts  generally  end  in  the  prompt  execution  of  the 
notices. 

I have  described  the  character  of  Moseley  Village  in  previous 
years.  Here  the  work  at  first  was  most  urgent  and  occupied 
the  chief  energies  of  the  Housing  Committee  and  the  Inspector, 
but  last  year  work  was  done  elsewhere,  especially  at  the  tunnel 
end  of  Dean’s  Road,  New  Street,  Grove  Street,  and  Church 
Street.  The  arch  over  New  Street,  which  is  formed  by  a filthy 
and  dilapidated  dwelling,  has  not  yet  come  down,  but  hope  it  will 
do  so  during  the  course  of  the  coming  year  and  so  open  out 
New  Street. 

I have  made  systematic  inspections  of  many  parts  of  the 
District  during  the  year. 
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Last  year  I reported  that  84  houses  have  been  demolished 
in  recent  years,  and  in  the  last  three  years  there  have  been  40 
houses  erected  in  Fallings  Park,  39  in  Heath  Town,  and  11 
houses  on  Willenhall  Road.  During  this  year  three  have  been 
demolished  and  six  erected.  As  the  houses  in  Fallings  Park 
are  largely  requisitioned  by  workers  at  the  new  works  along 
Park  Lane  and  over  the  boundary,  there  will  soon  be  a dearth 
of  houses,  especially  having  regard  to  the  cessation  of  the 
building  trade  during  the  War. 

Excrement  and  Refuse  Disposal. — Until  four  years  ago  the 
normal  type  of  closet  in  all  but  the  newest  houses  was  what 
was  known  locally  as  a “ dry  ash  closet,”  a privy  of  small 
dimensions  with  concrete  floor  and  a side  door,  and  into  it  the 
household  ashes  were  supposed  to  be  put  to  deodorise  the 
excreta.  Unfortunately  they  seldom  deserved  the  adjective 
“ dry,”  and  were  often  very  moist,  and  foul  fluid  escaped  into 
the  yards.  Often  there  were  no  fires,  and,  therefore,  no  ash,  and 
often  insufficient  ash  to  accomplish  its  purpose.  They  were 
emptied  once  a fortnight,  the  contents  emptied  into  wheel- 
barrows and  thrown  on  the  streets,  and  transferred  into  a leaky 
wooden  cart.  I haVe  for  long  denounced  this  practice,  and 
advocated  the  use  of  portable  bins  instead  of  barrows,  and  the 
use  of  tumbler  carts  instead  of  wooden  carts.  The  former 
practice  has  now  been  carried  on  in  some  (but  not  all)  cases 
for  over  two  years,  and  now  you  use  a tumbler  cart.,  both  of 
which  will  improve  conditions,  but  I hope  soon  that  the  con- 
servancy system  will  be  a thing  of  the  past. 


There  were  of 

At  beginning  of  the  year 

At  end  of  the 
year 

Water  Closets  

281 

369 

Waste  Water  Closets 

1,060 

1126 

Small  Privies 

784 

631 

Large  Middens  

4 

3 

Pans 

2 Church  of  England  Schools 

2 

During  the  previous  year  the  waste -water  closets  increased 
from  969  to  1,060,  while  the  water  closets  had  only  increased 
from  251  to  281.  The  Local  Government  Board  sent  a letter, 
dated  June  20th,  1914,  to  your  Council  drawing  attention  to 
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this  fact  recorded  in  my  Report  of  last  year,  and  advocating 
that  in  any  subsequent  conversions  that  are  made  the  type 
selected  should  be  the  water  closet  and  not  the  waste -water 
closet,  owing  to  the  great  superiority  of  the  former,  and  the 
very  small  excess  in  cost  since  Wolverhampton  bad  lowered 
its  water  rate;.  I fully  agree  with  the  statements  and  principles 
enunciated  in  this  letter,  and  advised  that  the  recommendations 
should  be  carried  out,  and  since  then  no  conversions  to  waste 
water  closets  have  been  made  and  no  new  waste-water  closets 
put  in,  but  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  year  some  conversions 
into  waste-water  closets  were  made.  The  only  clause  in  the 
letter  to  which  I might  demur  is  that  advocating  the  early 
conversion  of  existing  waste-water  closets  to  water  closets. 
What  I would  rather  advocate  is  that  all  existing  conservancy 
closets  should  be  converted  into  water  closets  as  rapidly  as 
possible,  and  that  when  this  was  finished  the  older  waste-water 
closets  should  be  converted  into  water  closets,  giving  those  who 
had  recently  converted  from  conservancy  into  waste-water  closet 
breathing  time  to  recoup  themselves  before  calling  upon  them 
to  convert  again.  Probably  this  was  the  intention  of  the  writer 
of  the  letter. 

The  use  of  galvanized  bins  for  refuse  and  garbage  has  been 
much  more  frequent,  but  the  tendency  has  been  to  provide 
insufficient  accommodation  and  for  tenants  to  misuse  them,  and 
also  to  litter  their  yard  with  garbage  instead  of  putting  it  in 
the  bins  and  replacing  the  lid. 

The  use  of  tips  for  refuse  disposal  is  very  objectionable. 
Some  form  of  mechanical  destruction  should  supplant  the  effete 
method. 

Seweragle — River  Pollution. — The  district  is  traversed  by  a 
watershed  running  close  to  the  line  of  the  canal  and  the  western 
boundary  fault  of  the  South  Staffordshire. Coalfield,  which,  while 
it  does  not  form  any  conspicous  feature  in  the  landscape, 
effectually  sends  its  north  western  waters  into  the  basin  of  the 
Severn,  and  sends  its  south-eastern  waters  into  the  basin  of  the 
Tame.  It  has  been,  therefore,  necessary  to  construct  two 
sewerage  systems.  That  on  the  N.W.  drains  Heath  Town  proper 
and  Park  Village,  and  is  carried  to  the  outfalls  at  Coven  Heath, 
three  miles  away,  where  it  is  disposed  of  by  precipitation  tanks 
and  broad  irrigation,  the  final  effluent  being  into  the  tributary 
of  the  Penk.  The  effluent,  whenever  taken,  has  been  found  to 
be  very  satisfactory.  There  is  also  a storm  water  filtration  tank. 
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When,  however,  the  resources  of  the  broad  irrigation  have  been 
exhausted,  it  would  be  far  preferable  to  have  septic  tanks 
instead  of  acquiring  new  land.  Moseley  Village,  on  the  other 
side  of  the  watershed,  has  its  own  system,  and  the  outfall  is 
close  to  the*  village,  where  the  treatment  is  tank  sedimentation, 
and  broad  irrigation. 

The  Wednesfield  brook,  which  joins  the  Smestow  near 

Stratton  Street,  used  to'  get  polluted,  but  now  that  has  been 

prevented.  Its  course  has  during  the  year  been  considerably 
diverted. 

The  small  areas  still  undrained  to  the  sewer  I have 

mentioned  in  detail  in  previous  reports.  That  in  the  central 

portion  of  Deans  Road  is  roughly  square,  on  one  side  of  the  road, 
about  3^  acres  in  area,  the  houses  numbering  about  thirty,  and 
irregularly  scattered,  and  of  low  rateable  Value.  The  distance 
from  the  nearest  point  of  the  sew'er  to  the  nearest  house  is  about 
1,100  feet,  and  to  the  furthest  house  1,900  feet.  The  drainage 
has  in  the  past  been  conspicuous  by  its  absence,  there  being 
frequently  large  pools  of  sewerage  in  the  yards,  the  drains  to 
cesspits  choked  up  and  the  cesspits  improperly  constructed. 
Now  much  of  this  has  been  obviated,  cesspits  properly  con- 
structed, and  in  some  cases  the  houses  drain  directly  into  the 
field,  but  many  of  the  buildings  are  already  below  the  minimum 
standard  of  habitability,  and  others  will  rapidly  become  so,  and 
it  is  only  a question  of  time  before  most  of  them  follow 
“ Brook  Row.”  I believe  there  is  no  local  industry  that  retains 
the  inhabitants  on  the  spot. 

The  houses  near  Barnfield  Farm  in  Deans  Road,  also 
undrained,  are  nine  in  number,  and  awkwardly  related  to  the 
sewers,  and  during1  last  year  have  caused  no  trouble  with  their 
drainage.  If,  however,  a complete  survey  were  made  it  might 
be  found  possible  to  join  up  to  the  Old  Heath  sewer. 

The  houses  at  the  east  end  of  Willenhall  Road  have  been 
waiting  for  the*  Willenhall  sewer  to  come  towards  them  from 
Portobello,  and  recently  this  sewer  has  been  brought  up  by  the 
Willenhall  District  Council  along  the  opposite  side  of  the  road 
as  far  as  the  corner  opposite  Deans  Road  end.  Negotiations 
have  been  proceeding  between  Willenhall  Council  and  your 
Council  for  the  purpose  of  connecting  up  your  drains  to  the 
former’s  sewer,  but  owing  apparently  to  some  misunderstanding, 
settlement  is  as  far  off  as  ever. 
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Water  Supply. — This  is  supplied  by  Wolverhampton 
Corporation  from  the  pumping  station  at  Cosford,  and  recently 
the  supplementary  supply  from  the  new  boring  at  Tettenhall 
has  been  laid  on,  both  borings  being  through  the  Keuper  and 
Bunter  sandstones  and  conglomerates. 

The  new  supply  has  enabled  the  Corporation  to  supply 
greater  pressure  and  volume  to  the  ‘higher  districts,  so  that  the 
summit  of  Prestwood  Road,  where  the  supply  has  been  defective 
in  past  times,  now  gets  proper  pressure  and  constant  supply, 
a pumping  station  having  been  placed  in  Church  Street.  It 
has  never  been  known  or  suspected  of  having  any  plumbo 
solvent  action. 

There  are  five  wells  in  the  district.  None  have  been 
analysed  during  the  year. 

Slaughter  Houses. — These  are  all  conducted  in  a satisfactory 
manner,  except  that  manure  and  offal  are  not  removed 
sufficiently  frequently.  A new  one  is  in  course  of  erection.  1 
have  inspected  them  all  during  the  year. 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies. — I have  inspected  all  these  during 
the  year.  The  Cowsheds  are  on  the  whole  satisfactory.  The 
Dairies  are  in  many  cases  milkshops  with  primitive  arrange- 
ments, with  an  uncovered  bowl  on  a counter  with  many  other 
goods.  There  is  a superstition  that  if  the  milk  is  covered,  it 
becomes  rank  and  stale.  I have  insisted  on  the  milk  being 
kept  in  a larder  or  similar  isolated  place  and  in  proper  covered 
vessels. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — I have  inspected  all  of  these 
(except  one)  during  the  year.  In  some  cases  I noted  that  the 
sanitary  arrangements  were  not  satisfactory,  especially  that 
privies  were  used.  These  are  being  converted  into  water  closets. 

Roads. — In  this  connection  one  matter  calls  for  attention, 
and  that  is,  that  in  a comparatively  poor  district,  a large  amount 
is  necessarily  spent  on  the  upkeep  of  roads  having  a large 
through  traffic,  and  which  apparently  should  be  County  roads, 
and  the  district  is  thereby  impoverished  in  such  a manner  as  to 
limit  the  possibilities  of  Sanitary  Admini station. 

The  main  artery  of  the  town,  Wolverhampton  Road,  is  a 
main  road  from  Wolverhampton  through  Heath  Town,  to 
Wednesfield,  New  Invention,  Bloxwich,  Pelsall,  Hammerwich  and 
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Lichfield.  It  has  one  of  the  heaviest  traffics  in  Wolverhampton 
and  neighbourhood,  and  it  and  its  continuation,  Wednesfield 
Road,  Wolverhampton,  are  always  requiring  repair.  There  are 
two  County  roads  in  the  District,  Willenhall  Road  and  Cannock 
Road,  both  on  the  fringe  of  the  District,  and  their  united  traffic 
would  not  come  up  to  that  on  Wolverhampton  Road.  If  your 
Council  were  relieved  of  the  incubus  of  the  upkeep  of  this  road, 
it  would  release  a considerable  amount  for  Sanitary  provisions. 
Another  financial  obstacle  is  the  inevitable  widening  of  the 
bridge  carrying  the  Grand  Junction  Railway  over  the  Cannock 
Road,  a thoroughfare  that  affects  Wolverhampton  and  the 
County  very  much,  but  affecting  the  local  interests  of  Heath 
Town  District  very  little  relatively,  and  it  would  appear  that  the 
contributions  from  .the  three  Authorities  should  vary  according 
to  their  interest  and  also  their  ability. 

If  the  incubus  resulting  from  these  expenditures,  one  actual 
and  the  other  expected,  could  be  removed,  a way  might  be  paved 
for  Sanitary  reform  on  an  ampler  scale. 

Recreation  Ground. — -Three  years  ago,  in  commemoration  of 
the  Coronation  Festivities,  a large  tract  of  ground  was  acquired 
by  the  Council  in  close  proximity  to  Fallings  Park  and  Park 
Village,  and  within  easy  access  of  the  main  part  of  Heath  Town, 
and  converted  into  an  excellent  recreation  ground  for  the 
children,  and  has  been  much  appreciated  by  them.  This  wise 
provision  will  be  a substantial  contribution  to  the  health  of  the 
rising  generation. 

Three  years  ago  I referred  to  the  grove  of  fine  old  trees, 
mostly  beech  and  birch,  which  crowned  the  summit  of  Bushbury 
Hill,  and  which  was  threatened  with  destruction  by  the  County 
Council,  which  had  acquired  the  land  for  small  holdings.  I am 
glad  to  report  that  your  Council,  together  with  that  of 
Wednesfield  and  Bushbury,  have  bought  the  strip  of  ground 
containing  the  trees,  and  so  haVe  saved  them  for  the  enjoyment 
of  the  public.  They  form  one  of  the  pleasantest  features  of 
the  neighbourhood,  and  are  much  prized  by  the  inhabitants  of 
your  and  other  Districts,  and  will  form  a pleasant  park,  from 
whence  the  view  is  one  of  the  finest  in  the  locality. 

Reafforestation. — This  question  has  come  before  you  during 
the  year  in  the  form  of  a recommendation  from  the  Midland 
Reafforestation  Association,  that  you  and  other  Districts  should 
approve  a form  of  agreement  whereby  you  might  acquire,  on 
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favourable  terms,  waste  lands  for  afforestation  purposes.  There 
are  many  such  waste  lands  in  your  District  that  would  amply 
repay  for  afforestation,  which  would  add  greatly  to  the  amenities 
and  also  the  health  of  your  District. 

Staff.— In  previous  years  I have  referred  to  this  at  length. 
Owing  to  recent  legislation  and  Orders  from  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  the  work  of  your  staff  has  greatly  increased.  The 
staff  is  still  confined  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  (who  is  also  Surveyor  and  Secretary  to  the 
Committee),  and  the  Clerk.  I have  pointed  out  that  it  was 
necessary,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the  Notification  of 
Births  Act,  the  Tuberculosis  investigations,  and  enquiries  into 
non-notifiable  diseases,  for  a Health  Visitor  to  be  appointed. 
While  these  pages  are  going  through  the  press  a Health  Visitor 
has  been  advertised  for. 

Yours  faithfully, 


J.  ALFRED  CODD. 


TABLE  I. — Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1914  and  previous  Years. 
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properly  belonging  to  it  with  the  corresponding  rates. 


Area  of  District  in  acres  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by  water; — 738. 
Total  Population  at  all  ages  ...  ...  12,276  ) 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ...  ...  2,448  t At  Census  1911 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house...  5 01  ) 
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General  Zymotic 
Death  Rate. 
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TABLE  II. 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  year  1914. 


Cases  Notified  in  Whole 
District. 
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Diphtheria  (including  Membranous 
croup) 

20 

7 

12 

1 

Erysipelas 

9 

3 

4 

2 

Scarlet  Fever 

34 

20 

11 

3 

32 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

1 

1 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis ... 

47 

1 

17 

10 

10 

9 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

4 

3 

1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum... 

1 

1 

Totals 

116 

1 

31 

42 

17 

10 

13 

2 

32 

Isolation  Hospital,  Heath  Town  (Scarlet  Fever). 

Total  available  beds  ...  14. 

Number  of  Diseases  that  can  be  concurrently  treated  ...  1. 

General  Hospital,  Wolverhampton  (Enteric  and  Diphtheria). 
South  Staffordshire  Small  Pox  Hospital  (Small  Pox  and  Tuberculosis). 

Scarlet  Fever. 


Percentage  Isolation  for  8 years  before  1905  ...  ...  ...  37  51 

„ during  1905  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  733 

„ „ 1906  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  96 

„ „ 1907  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  905 

„ „ 1908  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  655 

„ 1909  ...  ...  727 

„ „ 1910  ...  ...  73*3 

„ „ 1911  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  86-6 

„ „ 1912  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  87-5 

„ „ 1913  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  79-69 

„ „ 1914  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  941 
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TABLE  III. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death  during  the  year  1914 


Nett  Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of 
“Residents”  whether  occurring  within 
or  without  the  District. 


Causes  of  Death. 

All  Ages. 

Under  1. 

1 and  under  2. 

2 and  under  5. 

5 and  under  15. 

15  and  under  25. 

25  and  under  45. 

45  and  under  65. 

65  and  upwards. 

All  Causes  J Certified 

All  causes  J Uncertified 

1 

Enteric  Fever 

Small  Pox 

Measles 

2 

1 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough 

3 

2 

1 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

4 

1 

1 

2 

Influenza 

3 

2 

1 

Erysipelas 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary  Tuberculosis) 

7 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

1 

1 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

2 

1 

1 

Cancer,  malignant  disease... 

13 

1 

8 

4 

Rheumatic  Fever... 

Meningitis 

2 

2 

Organic  Heart  Disease 

7 

2 

4 

1 

Bronchitis 

18 

1 

1 

1 

3 

12 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

23 

6 

7 

1 

3 

1 

1 

4 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  organs 

2 

2 

1 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

7 

3 

2 

1 

1 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 

1 

1 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

1 

1 

Alcoholism 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disesse 

3 

1 

2 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

1 

1 

Other  accidents  and  diseases  of 

Pregnancy  and  Parturition 

Congenital  Debility  and  Malforma- 

tion, including  Premature  Birth 

13 

13 

Violent  Deaths,  excluding  Suicide  ... 

4 

1 

1 

2 

Suicide  ... 

2 

2 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

36 

2 

1 

1 

3 

9 

20 

Diseases  ill-defined  or  unknown 

1 

1 

Totals 

156 

28 

11 

8 

12 

4 

14 

33 

46 

Sub-Entries,  included  in  above 

figures  : 

Craupous  Pneumonia... 

18 

5 

6 

2 

1 

1 

3 
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I/) 

</>  _ 

“ c/5  r 
£ -g  in 
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2 

1 

1 

6 

2 

42 

3 

20 


15 

39 

19 

1 

3 


15 

1 

1 

1 

9 

2 

81 


264 


16 


in  the  District. 
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TABLE  IV. 

Infantile  Mortality  during  the  year  1914. 


Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  Ages  under 
One  Year  of  Age. 
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A11  ^ ( Certified 

All  Causes  TT  , 

| Uncertified 

i 

28 

0 

/Small  Pox 

1 Chicken  Pox 
! Measles 
\ Scarlet  Fever 

j Whooping  Cough  ... 

\ Diphtheria  and  Croup 

Erysipelas  ... 

f Tuberculosis  Meningitis 
-j  Abdominal  Tuberculosis  (b)  ... 

1 1 

1 

(Other  Tuberculosis  Diseases... 

1 

1 

1 1 

Meningitis  (not  Tuberculosis) 
Convulsions 

Laryngitis  ... 

1 

1 

; 1 

Bronchitis  ... 

1 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

2 

4 

6 

j Diarrhoea  ... 

| Enteritis 

1 

1 

2 

2 

Gastritis 

Syphilis 

Rickets 

Suffocation,  overlying 

Injury  at  Birth 

Atelectasis 

( Congenital  Malformations  (c) 

1 

1 

1 

) Premature  Birth 
"j  Atrophy,  Debility  and 

4 

1 

1 

6 

1 

6 

f Marasmus 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

6 

Other  Causes 

1 

1 

2 

2 

Totals 

6 

3 

1 

2 

12 

5 

6 

3 

2 

28 

Nett  Births  in  the  year  : legitimate,  336  ; illegitimate,  7. 

Nett  Deaths  in  the  year  of  legitimate  infants,  27  ; illegitimate  infants,  1- 


House  Dwelling  Houses 

Drainage.  and  Schools. 
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TABLE  VII 

Summary  of  Sanitary  Work  done  in  the  Nuisance  Inspector’s  De- 
partment during  the  year  1914,  in  Urban  District  of  Heath  Town. 


rFoul  Conditions 

Structural  Defects 

Overcrowding  ... 

Unfit  for  Habitation 

Lodging  Houses 

Dairy  and  Milkshops 

Cowsheds 

Bakehouses 

Slaughter-houses 

Canal  Boats 

Ashpits  and  Privies 

Deposits  of  Refuse  and 
Manure 

Water  Closets  ... 
'Defective  Traps 
No  Disconnection 
^Other  Faults  ... 

Water  Supply  ... 
Pigsties  ... 

Animals  improperly 
kept 

Offensive  Trades 
Smoke  Nuisances 
Other  Nuisances 


Number  of 


Inspec- 
tions and 
Observa- 
tions 
made. 


Defects 

found. 


445 


82 

15 

20 

615 

4750 

73 

2680 

610 

12 

384 


Totals 


9698 


53 

387 

5 


2 

1 

4 

247 

22 

165 

99 

33 

55 

8 

72 

19 

1 

71 


1244 


Abatement 

Notices. 

Nuisances  Abated 
after  Notices  by 

Informal 

by 

Inspector. 

Formal 

by 

Authority. 

Inspector. 

Authority. 

18 

50 

15 

200 

3 

362 

3 

5 

3 

5 

Closed 

2 

2 

1 

4 

4 

123 

90 

80 

54 

22 

22 

150 

28 

165 

180 

36 

145 

28 

14 

8 

8 

30 

1 

71 

1 

19 

19 

1 

1 

27 

65 

772 

179 

999 

115 
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Summary  of  Sanitary  Work  done— {continued). 


Unwholesome  Food — 

Number  of  Seizures 

Condemned  by  Magistrate 

Prosecutions  for  Exposing  for  Sale 

Convictions  ditto  ditto 

12 

Food  and  Drugs  Act — 

Samples  taken  for  Analysis 

Number  found  Adulterated,  &c. 

Proceedings  taken 

Number  of  Convictions 

Samples  of  Water  taken  for  Analysis 

Ditto  ditto  condemned  as  unfit  for  use 

Precautions  against  Infectious  Disease- 

Lots  of  Infected  Bedding  disinfected  or  destroyed  ... 

46 

Houses  disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease  .. 

36 

Schools  ditto  ditto 

2 

Prosecutions  for  not  notifying  Existence  of  Infectious  Disease 
Convictions  ditto  ditto 

Prosecutions  for  exposure  of  Infected  Persons  or  things 
Convictions  ditto  ditto 

(Signed)  T.  F.  PICKERING, 

Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


HOUSING  AND  TOWN  PLANNING  ACT. 


Number  of  houses  inspected  ... 

Number  of  houses  reported  for  closure 

Number  of  houses  closed 

Number  of  houses  reported  for  demolition 

Number  of  houses  demolished  during  year 

Number  of  houses  re-opened  after  repairs  carried  out 

Number  of  notices  issued  for  repairs  to  be  carried  out 


28 

3 

3 

3 

28 


>'  Lists,  Section  107. 


